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One of my favorite stories from a Gaylord Lehman sermon tells of the young boy who
comes home from Sunday School and announces that his class learned the Lord's
Prayer.  The parents anxiously asked the young man to say the prayer for them.  "Our
Father, who art in heaven, how do you know my name?" the young man proudly
replied.

And so it is: How often do we feel alone and wonder how God could possibly know MY
name. And we seem to have this fear of desperate aloneness especially during times of
extreme stress and in the midst of terribly fearful circumstances.

Although I have flown over five million miles, thousands of flights, long and short, I will
never forget the absolute dread and fear I felt during a flight that was struck by
lightning. I was flying from LA to San Francisco for a quick meeting and back to LA
for a dinner meeting.  Shortly after take-off from LAX, in the midst of a hard afternoon
storm, the ear-shattering sound of electricity hitting the metal of the plane shook the
plane, and the pilot quickly announced a return to LAX for an emergency landing.
Runway lined by emergency vehicles and the foam from the trucks being spread all
about greeted us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, how do you know my name?

I was numb with fear for a moment but suddenly felt more at peace than I could
imagine when I prayed, as I have always prayed every day of my life, “God, may your
will be done.”

Everything was fine and the plane was given the OK to go on with its trip, and I did.

We are never alone, ever.  And God does know my name. As David Hailey at
Hayes-Barton recently said, “We all actually have the same name: Child of God.”



Psalm 91: 14-16
Those who love me, I will deliver;
   I will protect those who know my name. 
When they call to me, I will answer them;
   I will be with them in trouble,
   I will rescue them and honor them. 
With long life I will satisfy them,
   and show them my salvation. 

Prayer:
Our Father, who art in Heaven,
Thank you for knowing my name.
Amen.


